
 
 

 

From the Desk of our Principal… 

 
Clarence Middle School students will take their state assessments on April 12th and 13th (ELA) and 
May 2nd and 3rd (Math). In anticipation of this testing, I would like to try and convince as many of 
you as I can to encourage your child to take these tests.  
 
For the last several years, there has been a robust opt-out movement in Clarence. This had been 
particularly true at the middle school, especially in 8th grade. The reasons for this are numerous. 
The two most frequently cited reasons are the stress these tests create for students and the 
linkage between test scores and teacher ratings. The New York State Education Department has 
addressed both issues. Both subject exams have been reduced from three days to two and the 
exams are no longer timed. Students can take as long as they need to complete the exams. 
Student progress on these exams does not figure into the final yearly evaluation of their ELA, 
Math, or Special Education teachers. Teachers now have more direct input into the content of the 
exam.  Mrs. Jen Pukalo, one of our grade 8 ELA teachers, participated in a program at the state 
Education Department in Albany in which teachers worked with colleagues to create items for the 
upcoming exams. 
 
Even with all that being true, you may still be wondering what the purpose of the tests are and 
why your child should take them. These tests serve as external validators of our academic 
program. They allow us to compare ourselves to similar schools throughout the state. They can 
indicate trends of weakness in our program that we can improve upon. Meaningful curriculum 
changes can be made to improve student performance and future achievement. Student scores 
are predictive of potential future success or difficulty with Regents exams that are required for 
graduation from high school. Students with low or marginal scores on these assessments can be 
provided remediation that will help them be more successful in high school and beyond. 
 
On March 14, 2018 all students will attend an assembly featuring UB graduate Alex Neutz.  Alex 
graduated from Grand Island HS in 2009 and played football at UB on scholarship. Prescribed 
painkillers after breaking his wrist during a game, Alex eventually became addicted to opioids. He 
will share his experience and describe his road to recovery with our students. 
 
As always, I encourage you to contact any of us at the middle school if you have questions or 
concerns about our program. Think spring! 
 
Sincerely, 
Mr. Moore 
 



  



Clarence Middle 

School Collects BOX 
TOPS for Education!!! 

 

Please be sure to cut each 

box top along the dotted 

lines  

(Shown in Step #2)  

before sending in to school. 

 

 

Send your BOX TOPS to school in a 

sandwich bag/envelope at ANYTIME. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR CONTEST WINNERS!!! 
 

The Box Tops submissions have been tabulated and the homeroom breakfast winners are…. 
 

1st Place: 6th Grade HR - Cynthia Stone with 1,342 Box Tops 

2nd Place: 6th Grade HR - Jill Przepasniak with 683 Box Tops 

3rd Place: 6th Grade HR - Pamela Urbanek with 215 Box Tops 
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